PRINCIPLES OF LEGISLATION

jured him. In such a stage of society in-
justice was frequently done because the crimi-
nal with a strong hand could often escape
punishment. As society progressed it was
seen that there could not be an orderly and
peaceful community unless the state assumed
the responsibility of punishment for wrongs
done to individuals as well as for those com-
mitted against the community at large.

The difficulty in all these cases is to find
some principle by which to protect society
against wrongdoing and yet not to weaken it by
lessening individual responsibility. It is right
that the community be protected against the
injurious acts of the individual; but if the
artistic sense of the community as represented
by some building inspector is to determine
what types of architecture shall be permitted in
certain streets, is this not likely to check artistic
originality of thought? And may it not well
be that buildings considered inartistic now will
look very different to the eyes of our successors
thirty years hence ? We must be very careful
not to weaken individual strength of thought
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